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Abstract

The issue of language and gender emerged as a pivotal subject in
gender studies during the second wave of feminism in the 20th
century, primarily focusing on language's role in perpetuating
patriarchal structures and discrimination against women. Adopting an
inductive approach and grounded in Robin Lakoff’s theoretical
framework of "Language and Woman's Place," this research conducts
a comparative analysis of the impact of authors' gender on the
language used in two extant treatises from the Qajar era: Ta'dib al-
Neswan (Discipline of Women) as a male-authored text, and Ma'ayeb
al-Rejal (Vices of Men) as a female-authored text. To achieve this,
researchers examined linguistic components at both lexical and
structural levels. Lexical analysis included color terms,
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dysphemisms, and expletives, while structural analysis focused on
imperative sentences, hedges, and intensifiers. The findings indicate
that the male author of Ta'dib al-Neswan utilized masculine linguistic
stereotypes to reinforce his superior position over women.
Conversely, the female author of Ma'ayeb al-Rejal predominantly
employed feminine linguistic variables, which could suggest an
acceptance of traditional gender roles. However, in certain instances,
the female author attempted to attract a male audience and assert
linguistic power by adopting masculine language. These findings
suggest that the female author faced challenges and obstacles in
breaking linguistic boundaries and achieving an "independent voice",
occasionally resorting to masculine language. These dynamics reflect
the complexities of the interplay among gender, power, and discourse
in historical texts.

Keywords: Language and gender; Ta'dib al-Neswan; Ma'ayeb al-
Rejal; Robin Lakoff.

Introduction

Research Background:

Extensive research has been conducted on language and gender.
Notable studies include Jan Nejad's "A Sociolinguistic Study of
Linguistic Differences between Iranian Male and Female Speakers in
Conversational Interaction”, which investigated gender-based
linguistic distinctions in Iranian male and female conversational
exchanges. Paknahad Jabarouti, in "Dominance and Subordination in
Language"”, elucidated how lexical choices contribute to the
subjugation of women versus the dominance of men. Furthermore,
Modarresi, in "An Introduction to the Sociology of Language",
carried out the first Persian research on linguistic differences between
men and women in the Persian language.
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Regarding the two treatises, Ta'dib al-Neswan and Ma'ayeb al-
Rejal, Borji and Zakeri, in "An Analytical Critique of Women and
Men with a Focus on Ta'dib al-Neswan, first explored the role of
women from the perspectives of the Quran, Islam, other holy
scriptures, religious figures, and scholars. They then delved into the
status of women across various historical periods, particularly during
the Qajar era. Ghazi Moradi, in "A Critical Re-reading of the
Concept of Gender and the Boundaries of the Body in Ta'dib al-
Neswan, analyzed this work as a social construct, demonstrating how
the body is understood through language and transformed into a
socio-cultural construct.

Goals, Questions, and Assumptions

By employing the theory of language and women's place in texts, it is
possible to address the linguistic differences between women and
men, which are a result of social inequality. The linguistic
characteristics of each gender reflect the differences in their social
roles and positions.

This research aims to answer the following questions: To what
extent do the effects of gender on the language and writing of the
author of Ta'dib al-Neswan and the author of Ma'ayeb al-Rejal align
with the components of language and gender theory? Furthermore,
what specific gender stereotypes do Ta'dib al-Neswan as a male-
authored text and Ma'ayeb al-Rejal as a female-authored text adhere
to? And what linguistic differences exist between the two treatises
concerning the authors' gender?

Our hypothesis in this study is that the language of the authors of
Ta'dib al-Neswan and Ma'ayeb al-Rejal, given that they represent the
first literary confrontation and interaction between women and men
in Persian literature, exhibits a high degree of conformity with the
components of language and gender theory.
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Women and men each employ distinct linguistic styles, utilizing
specific terms, words, and even syntactic patterns. Women's
language, due to their subordinate social status, is often perceived as
polite and weak. Furthermore, the linguistic behavior of both genders
in society is subject to gender stereotypes. Power dynamics between
men and women lead to the emergence of dominant men and
submissive women. Research in the field of gender linguistics
examines various dimensions of linguistic structures, including
phonology, lexicology, and syntax. In every linguistic community,
gender-based differences are observed in the use of terms, phonetic
variants, and syntactic patterns. These distinctions become more
pronounced when there is a deviation from gender-related linguistic
norms. Diverse perspectives have been articulated regarding the root
causes of observed differences in linguistic behavior between men
and women. "One group has attributed the differences to the
interaction and amalgamation of different languages, which arise
from military, cultural, and other encounters, or are significantly
influenced by the outcomes of such encounters” (Modarresi, 1989, p.
102). These linguistic differences are also evident between men and
women in the Persian language. Among the prominent treatises of the
Qajar era, Ta'dib al-Neswan, authored by a Qajar prince in the late
19th century, was written with the aim of educating women.
Subsequently, Bibi Khanom Astarabadi authored Ma‘ayeb al-Rejal in
response, a work considered the first in Iranian history to advocate
for women's rights. Consequently, this study applies the components
of language and gender theory at both lexical and structural levels,
including color terms, taboo words, expletives, imperative sentences,
hedges, and intensifiers, to analyze these two treatises.
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Conclusion

The results obtained from the examination and comparison of these
two treatises reveal that the male author, by employing masculine
gender stereotypes, sought to establish and reproduce a dominant
position relative to the female gender. Conversely, the female author
predominantly utilized linguistic variables that, in terms of usage,
aligned more closely with feminine gender stereotypes; this can be
interpreted as a reflection of the internalization and acceptance of
traditional gender roles. Nevertheless, in specific instances, the
female author endeavored to attract male audiences and assert a form
of linguistic power by deviating from her gender's linguistic norms
and adopting masculine linguistic forms.
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