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The basis of Wittgenstein's early thought is that concepts like God and values have no
representation in names, that is, they are never named, because names stand only for things
that are simple, solid parts of the world. Since these things are never named and have no
simple signs within the proposition to represent them in the proposition, no meaningful
proposition can ever be formed about them, and no meaningful talk can be said about them. If
Wittgenstein’s theory had ended there, we would be right to call Wittgenstein a positivist. But
the final paragraphs of the Tractatus provide evidence that a positivist interpretation of the
Tractatus cannot be what Wittgenstein intended. Wittgenstein was not claiming that there is
no God, that life is completely meaningless, and that values are illusions; rather, his argument
was directed at the limits of language. He said that one should remain silent about what is
beyond the scope of language.
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