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Analysis of the Shiite struggles on the southern coast of the
Persian Gulf against Portuguese colonialism (907-980 AH) from
the perspective of Charles Tilly's collective action theory!

Farshid Lari Monfared', Mohammad Ali Chelongar”’, Ali Akbar Abbasi’

1. Ph.D Student in Islamic History, Department of History, Faculty of Literature and
Humanites University of Isfahan. Isfahan.

2. Professor of Islamic History, Department of History, Faculty of Literature and
Humanites University of Isfahan. Isfahan

3. Associate Professor, Department of History, Faculty of Literature and Humanites
University of Isfahan. Isfahan.

Abstract

The anti-colonial uprisings and struggles of the Shia Muslims against the
Portuguese presence on the southern coasts of the Persian Gulf are considered
significant events of the 10th and 11th centuries AH. The Shia communities in
these regions faced severe hardships due to the actions of the Portuguese and
suffered more oppression and injustice than other groups. Therefore, they
employed rebellion and uprising as a counteraction method to weaken and expel
the Portuguese. Applying Charles Tilly’s theory of 'collective action,’ which
refers to uprisings, rebellions, and political and social movements at any time and
place, can play an important role in offering a new perspective on the subject.
Thus, the authors of this study aimed to identify and analyze the factors
influencing the formation of the Shia anti-colonial struggles on the southern
coasts of the Persian Gulf, using a descriptive-analytical method based on
Charles Tilly's collective action theory. The research results indicate that the
continued oppression and weakness of economic life in identifying interests, the
role of common religious and sectarian identity among people and regional
powers as the movement organization, the utility of the political and military
capacities of existing powers as a source of mobilization, and the exploitation of
regional conflicts and disputes as opportunities, together with the violence and
suppression of the natives, created facilitating conditions for the struggles and
uprisings of the Shia communities on the southern coasts of the Persian Gulf.

Keywords: Shia, Persian Gulf, Colonialism, Collective Action, Charles Tilley.

! The present article is taken from doctoral dissertation of the first author entitled The analysis and
explanation of the political, social and economic impact of the presence of colonialism on the Shiites
of the southern shores of the Persian Gulf(1513-1817 AD) under the guidance of Professor Mohammad
Ali Chelongar and of Professor Ali Akbar Abbasi.
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