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Abstract
Fantastic etiology, a literary figure, has a high status among rhetoric
scholars, most of whom however provided a short definition and a handful
number of instances for the figure. The current study has studied and
analyzed the mentioned definitions and then has provided two new
categorizations of this figure, based on which fantastic etiology consists of
two fundamental and one non-fundamental principles. In abstract
categorization these principles can be manifested in four modes. In verbal
categorization, on the other hand, the principles might be manifested in
three modes, depending on the number of principles on each side of
fantastic etiology. It became evident, through this study, that contrary to the
views of rhetoricians, fantastic etiology is related to semantics. This is
because of the fact that fantastic etiology is based on those interrogative and
declarative sentences that their hidden secondary meaning- not their
denotative meaning- is of importance. Moreover, the current paper has
unfolded the most significant goals of using fantastic etiology by providing
relevant instances. These goals include eulogy, description, scenery and
alike. Finally, it has been emphasized that since the use of other rhetoric
figures in interrogative and declarative sentences is the undeniable condition
of fantastic etiology, this figure is closely related to other rhetoric figures to
an extent that without these figures it will not be manifested in texts.
Keywords: principles, interrogative and declarative sentences, quadruplet
modes, fantastic etiology, semantics
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