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Performance of carbon dioxide direct-expansion geothermal heat pump using
expander and internal heat exchanger
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ARTICLE INFORMATION ABSTRACT
Original Research Paper In this paper, the effect of expander and the internal heat exchanger is investigated in transcritical
Received 22 August 2017 carbon dioxide direct-expansion geothermal heat pump. In this regard, a comparison is performed
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‘Available Online 18 November 2017 between four cycles. The four cycles are: (1) the cycle with expansion valve, (2) the cycle with

expander, (3) the cycle with expansion valve and internal heat exchanger, (4) the cycle with expander
and internal heat exchanger. The present numerical model has been investigated performance analysis

Keywords:

Ge)éthermd Heat Pump of the four cycles under study in different operating conditions in two district cases. The first study

Direct Expansion includes a specific heating load, and the second study is a constant evaporator loop length (ELL). Then

Eafbog Dioxide model evaluates characteristics including coefficient of performance (COP), evaporator loop length and
xpander

heating capacity of the four cycles under study. To examine the performance of the four cycles, a
parametric study is performed to investigate the effect of different parameters such as difference
between soil temperature and evaporator outlet temperature, water inlet temperature, water mass flow
rate, gas cooler length. The results indicate that COP associated with the expander cycle is always
higher than the values related to the expansion valve cycle. The use of internal heat exchanger in a cycle
including an expansion valve always leads to a slight increase in COP. An internal heat exchanger has
negligible effect on COP in the cycle with an expander but reduces the evaporator loop length.

Internal Heat Exchanger
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Fig. 2 (a) T-S diagram of transcritical carbon dioxide heat pump cycle
without internal heat exchanger [5]. (b) T-S diagram of transcritical
carbon dioxide heat pump cycle with internal heat exchanger [5].
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Fig. 1 (a) Geothermal heat pump cycle with an expansion valve. (b)
Geothermal heat pump cycle with an expander. (c) Geothermal heat
pump cycle with an expansion valve and an internal heat exchanger. (d)
Geothermal heat pump cycle with an expander and an internal heat
exchanger.
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